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Website:  www.stpaulsuccamity.org 
 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Mission Statement 
In its life and mission, St. Paul’s UCC seeks to worship the triune God;  

proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ; practice loving service toward the needy;      
embody God’s reign of peace and justice; establish a Christian community of 

faith; and be a faithful member of the church universal. 

W elcome! Whether you are worshipping with us  
in-person or virtually, we pray that you and your  

family are safe and healthy. 
     

S erving Today   
 

 Scripture Reader:  Debbie Davis 
 

 Greeter: Debbie Davis 
 

 Tech: Mahlon Boyer 
 

 Today’s Sexton: Carol Sterner  
 

   

U nfortunately, we have not received the 2023 offering envelopes. 
If you would please place your offerings in a plain envelope with your 

name and envelope # (if you know it) on the envelope we would appreciate 
it. 
         

BIRTHDAYS  ~ this week 
 

January 1: Haylie Conrad, Phillip Lake 
January 2: Jonas Godfrey 
January 3: Harriet Boyer 
January 4: Tess Ulrich 
January 5: Audrey Smith 
January 6: Alyssa Krick, Julia Leady 
January 7: Becky Kuhn, Mariah Elser, Joan Moyer 
 

 
Next Sunday:           Epiphany Sunday / Communion 
  Commissioning of Church Officers 
 Message: Reflecting on the Magi 
             Texts:             Psalm 72:1-7, 10-14, Isaiah 60:1-6,  
  Matthew 2:1-12* 

  *next Sunday’s sermon text 
 
 



 

 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ  
Amityville, Pennsylvania 

 
 

January 1, 2023 
 9:45 A.M.  

Second Sunday after Christmas 
___________________________________________________________________ 

* = Those who are able may stand  

 
   Prelude   O Sanctissima                                                         -arr. Bish 

  God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen                              -arr. Bish 
     

* Processional Hymn Another Year is Dawning                                 Hymnal #811 
 

* Greeting  The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
   Let us share signs of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

   Words of Welcome and Announcements 
 

   Introit    What Can I Give Him                                       Hymnal #263 
   

* The Solemn Declaration (from Matthew 2:13) sung response: Amen! 
 

* Call to Worship      —from Isaiah 63, Matthew 2, Hebrews 2, and Psalm 148 
 

In this Christmas season of great joy,  

     we praise the Lord; 

for in mercy and abundant steadfast love, 

     God has become our Savior.  

Even in times of danger and threat,   

     we praise God,  

     who has set us free from fear and death 

through Jesus Christ, the pioneer of  our salvation.  

With all creation,  

     in the midst of the congregation,  

we praise and put our trust in God alone.  
 

* Call to Confession        —based on Hebrews 2:17-18 
 

* Silent Prayer 
 

* Corporate Prayer of Confession (in unison)         
 

Merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,  
and by what we have left undone. We have not loved 
you with our whole heart and mind and strength. 
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us 
amend what we are, and direct what we shall be, 
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your  

   ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Through Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 

 * Assurance of Pardon                  —based on Hebrews 2:16, Isaiah 63:8b-9 
 

Children of God,  
it is clear that Jesus Christ came to help sinners.   
He is our Savior in all our distress, 
and it is his presence that saves us. 
Declare with me the good news of the gospel: 
In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  

 

* Affirmation   The Apostle’s Creed              (inside hymnal cover) 
 

* Prayer of the Day       —based on Matthew 11:2-11 
 

   Anthem  Now Greet the Swiftly Changing Year                      -Vajda 
 

   Prayer for Illumination     —based on Matthew 2:13-23 
 

   Scripture Readings Isaiah 63:7-9, Matthew 2:13-23 
    

   Sermon   Warned in a Dream 
    

*  Responsive Hymn O Thou Joyful, O Thou Wonderful                  Hymnal #282 
 

    Prayers of the People  response: God of love, hear our prayers. 
 

   The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
  

   Invitation to the Offering   —based on Psalm 148:9-10, Isaiah 63:9 
 

* Doxology                                               Hymnal #815 
 

* Prayer of Dedication                
 

* Recessional Hymn Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You                  Hymnal #271 
 

* Benediction and Threefold Amen 
 

   Postlude   Postlude on a Czech Carol                                     -Simone 



ST.  PAUL’S  ACTIVITIES—this week 
 

             Sunday 1/1       Worship    9:30 AM 
       

             Monday 1/2        Boy Scouts    7:00 PM 
         

                Tuesday 1/3      Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 

   Exercise Bootcamp   6:15 PM 

   PUP Committee    6:30 PM 

   Eagle Board of Review   7:00 PM 

   Narcotics Anonymous   7:00 PM 
           

        Wednesday 1/4      Cub Scout Committee   7:00 PM 

   Consistory     7:00 PM 

   Youth Group 5-12   7:00 PM 
         

            Thursday 1/5      Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 

   Choir Rehearsal    7:30 PM 
  

                Friday 1/6       Amity Chess Club   7:00 PM 
 

            Saturday 1/7       Boy Scout Pancake Breakfast  7:30 AM 

   Family Event                2:00 PM 
 

                
 

N ext Sunday, January 8 we will celebrate Holy Communion. 
 
 

INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 

 

T hat time of the year is here when we may experience bad 
weather on a Sunday morning. Cancellation information 

will be available on Channel 69 (Service Electric channel 11). A 
decision will be reached no later than 7:30 AM. As long as Pas-
tor Steven and a tech person can get to the church the service 
will be live-streamed at 9:45. You can access the service on our 
website: stpaulsuccamity.org 
 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
 

O n January 7 Troop 597 will host an all-you-can-eat pancake  
breakfast from 7:30 - 10:30 AM in Fellowship Hall. In case of bad 

weather, the event will be moved to January 14. Tickets are $10 per adult 
and $5 for ages 10 and under. You may purchase a ticket from any scout or 
at the door. In addition to the breakfast we will also be holding a separate 
bake sale. Wawa tickets will also be available and raffle baskets are being 
sold by our parent supporters. We appreciate your support as we get back 
on track from several years without fundraisers to run our program. 
 
 

SERMON TEXT 
 Matthew 2:13-23  

 

 13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. 
“Get up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay 
there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.”  
 14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 
Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what 
the Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  
 16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furi-
ous, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who 
were two years old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned 
from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was ful-
filled:  
 18 “A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning,  
Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted,  
   because they are no more.” 
 

 19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt 20 and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land 
of Israel, for those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.”  
 21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 
22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his 

father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he 

withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called 

Nazareth. So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would 

be called a Nazarene.  

 

OLD  TESTAMENT  TEXT 

Isaiah 63:7-9 
 

7 I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, 
    the deeds for which he is to be praised, 
    according to all the Lord has done for us— 
yes, the many good things 
    he has done for Israel, 
    according to his compassion and many kindnesses. 
8 He said, “Surely they are my people, 
    children who will be true to me”; 
    and so he became their Savior. 
9 In all their distress he too was distressed, 
    and the angel of his presence saved them. 
In his love and mercy he redeemed them; 
    he lifted them up and carried them 
    all the days of old. 
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