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Ministers: The People of St. Paul’s UCC 
The Rev. Dr. Steven Simpson, Pastor 

Martha Sitler, Minister of Music 
Joe Ceklosky: Leader of Technology/Video Team 

Marlene Dadey, Director of Christian Education/Office Manager 
Emily Zimmerman, Director of Youth Ministry 

Church Office 610-689-9364    
Pastor Steven’s cell - 610-858-0921 

Pastor’s e-mail -  pastor@stpaulsuccamity.org 
Church e-mail - office@stpaulsuccamity.org 

Website:  www.stpaulsuccamity.org 
 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Mission Statement 
In its life and mission, St. Paul’s UCC seeks to worship the triune God;  

proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ; practice loving service toward the needy;      
embody God’s reign of peace and justice; establish a Christian community of 

faith; and be a faithful member of the church universal. 

W elcome! Whether you are worshipping with us  
in-person or virtually, we pray that you and your  

family are safe and healthy. 
     

S erving Today   
 

 Scripture Reader:  Alan Ross 
 

 Greeters: Barry & Barb Kulakowsky 
 

 Acolyte:  Grant Pingitore 
 

 Tech: Mahlon Boyer 
 

 Sexton on duty: Shannon Simpson 
 

L ast Sunday      Attendance: 121 
  Virtual worship viewings: 63 (as of 1/19) 

  Giving: $3936 
 

   

         

BIRTHDAYS  ~ this week 
 

January 22: Alma Meitzler, Lori Miller, Brody Herbst, Rory Neyer 
January 23: Crystalynn Willman 
January 25: Lynn Eschbach, Brian Casner, Madeline Benn,  
                     Andrew Jones, Kenzie Pauley 
January 26: Anne McLain, Lisa Paretti, Jacqueline Clauser 
January 27: Ella Czeiner, Luke Schafer, Beth Anne Stork,  
                      Raymond Breitenstein 
January 28: Ron Ivison, Erin Pingitore 
 

ANNIVERSARIES ~this week 
 

January 26: Larry & Sandy Mensch 
January 27: Bill & Cynthia Stutzman 
January 28: Linwood & Leslie Kellar 
 

 
Next Sunday:           Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
 Message: We Preach Christ Crucified 
             Texts:             Psalm 15, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31*,  
  Matthew 5:1-12 

  *next Sunday’s sermon text 
 
 



 

 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ  
Amityville, Pennsylvania 

 
 

January 22, 2023 
 9:45 A.M.  

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
___________________________________________________________________ 

* = Those who are able may stand  

 
   Prelude   Heeding the Call                                                      -Barrett 

  Psalm XX                                                     -Marcello/Young 
     

* Processional Hymn Jesus Calls Us                                                  Hymnal #592 
    

* Greeting  The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
   Let us share signs of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

   Words of Welcome and Announcements 
 

   Introit    Yes, Lord, Yes                                                   Hymnal #596 
   

* The Solemn Declaration (from Matthew 4:19-20) sung response: Amen! 
 

* Call to Worship         —from Psalm 27:1, 4, 7-9 
 

   The LORD is my light and my salvation—  

           whom shall I fear?  

   The LORD is the stronghold of my life—  

      of whom shall I be afraid?  

 One thing I ask from the LORD,  

   this only do I seek:  

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD  

   all the days of my life. 

Hear my voice when I call, LORD;  

   be merciful to me and answer me.  

My heart says of you, “Seek his face!”  

   Your face, LORD, I will seek.  

Do not hide your face from me,  

   do not turn your servant away in anger;  

   you have been my helper.  

Do not reject me or forsake me,  

   God my Savior.  
 

* Call to Confession 
 

* Silent Prayer 
 
 

* Corporate Prayer of Confession (in unison)                   —based on I Corinthians 1:10 

 

Almighty God, 

we confess that we have not been faithful to you in  

our thoughts and actions. We have been selfish in our 

desires and quarrelsome in our relationships. 

We have allowed fear to divide us from those who  

seem different, and let distrust separate us from our 

brothers and sisters. Shine your light into our dark-

ened hearts. Save us from our divisive ways. 

Unite us in the same mind as Jesus Christ  

who dwells with you and the Holy Spirit  

in perfect harmony. Amen. 
 

 * Assurance of Pardon                    —based on Isaiah 9:4       
 

God offers forgiveness to those who turn to God in  

true repentance. Therefore, trust in God, who breaks the 

bonds of our oppression, and covers us in mercy. 
Thanks be to God!  

 

* Affirmation   The Apostle’s Creed                              (inside hymnal cover) 
 

* Prayer of the Day           
 

   Choir Anthem              Lord, Make Us Worthy                                -Sleeth 
 

    Prayer for Illumination 
 

   Scripture Readings Isaiah 9:1-4, Matthew 4:12-23  
    

   Sermon   They Dropped Their Nets    
 

*  Responsive Hymn I Surrender All                                                 Hymnal #596 
 

    Prayers of the People  response: God of Light, hear our prayer. 
 

   The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
  

   Invitation to the Offering            
 

* Doxology                                               Hymnal #815 
 

* Prayer of Dedication              
 

* Recessional Hymn Jesus Is Lord of All                                           Hymnal #599 
 

* Benediction             —based on Matthew 4:19 
 

   Threefold Amen  
 

   Postlude   Festal Piece                                                             -Handel 



ST.  PAUL’S  ACTIVITIES—this week 
 

              Sunday 1/22    Adult Sunday School    8:30 AM 

   Worship & Sunday School  9:45 AM 

   Confirmation & Pre-Confirmation        10:45 AM 

   Girl Scouts 149    3:30 PM 

   Cub Scouts    4:00 PM 

   Girl Scouts 1709   6:30 PM 
    

              Monday 1/23     Boy Scouts    7:00 PM 
         

                Tuesday 1/24    Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 

   Steph Grace Bootcamp   6:15 PM 

   Narcotics Anonymous   7:00 PM 

   Youth Group 9-12   7:00 PM 
           

        Wednesday 1/25    Missions Committee   7:00 PM 
         

           Thursday 1/26    Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 

   Choir Rehearsal    7:00 PM 
  

                Friday 1/27    Amity Chess Club   7:00 PM 
 

                Saturday 1/28    Family Event    1:00 PM 
 
 
 

2023  OFFERING  ENVELOPES 
 

P lease pick up your 2023 offering envelopes in the Library.  
We would appreciate if you take along envelopes of your family,  

neighbors and friends that you can deliver to them. For those worshiping 
virtually, you may present your offering a number of ways.  
 

▪   You may mail your contribution to  
the church office weekly, monthly or as  
you see fit.    
      

▪   You may enroll in Automatic Giving. 
There is a form on the church website at  
the bottom of the page that you can print, 
complete and return to the financial  
secretary. Automatic Giving is deducted 
from the account of your choice once a 
month around the middle of the month.  
 

▪   You can make a contribution by credit 
card by going to the church website 
www.stpaulsuccamity.org. At the top of  
the page is a “Giving” tab. Click on it and 
follow the instructions. 

 

SERMON  TEXT 
Matthew 4:12-23  

 

12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew to Galilee. 
13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the lake 
in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said through the 
prophet Isaiah: 
15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 
    the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan, 
    Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16 the people living in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of the shadow of death 
    a light has dawned.” 
17 From that time on Jesus began to preach, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” 
18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers,    
Simon called Peter and his brother Andrew. They were casting a net into the 
lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will 
send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they left their nets and followed 
him. 
21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing 
their nets. Jesus called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their 
father and followed him. 
23 Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness 
among the people.  

Isaiah 9:1-4 
 

Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In 
the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the 
future he will honor Galilee of the nations, by the Way of the Sea, beyond 
the Jordan— 
2 The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. 
3 You have enlarged the nation 
    and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you 
    as people rejoice at the harvest, 
as warriors rejoice 
    when dividing the plunder. 
4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 
    you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, 

    the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 



 

NEW  MEMBERS’ CLASSES 
 

E very once in a while when we have a number   
of people regularly joining us for worship, we 

offer new members’ classes. 
  

If you are new to St. Paul’s and are interested in  
exploring what St. Paul’s is about—where your place 
is here—this class is for you. We plan to hold a series 
of 4 classes in February to share St. Paul’s History, 
what we believe, and how we share in doing God’s 
work. Classes will be held after morning worship on 
the 4 Sundays of  February. If you are interested, 
please contact Pastor Steven. 
 

BOOK,  SOUP,  and  PIE  SALE 
 

W e need your donations of new or gently used books, puzzles, CDs, and/
or DVDs for adults and children. Please tell your family to send their 

book donations too. You may deposit donations in the bin in the Library or 
there is a pink bin on the porch to place items in when the door is locked. There 
is a note on the bin of what is NOT being accepted. Come out Saturday,  
March 11 from 9 AM to 1 PM for our sale. Not only will there be books, but 
there will be chicken corn noodle soup and shoo fly pies for sale! 
 

A  NOTE of  THANKS 
 

D ear St. Paul’s Family, 
I want to thank you for all the prayers, calls, cards, visits and meals you  

provided me during my recovery. You truly are family and I wish God’s  
blessings on you all. 

~Jackie Hertzog 
 

SURVEYING   LEADERS 
 

T his was the scene last Monday night in the Youth Room. 24 leaders from 
our congregation were 

surveyed about the  
ministries of St. Paul’s as 
part of a process of Natural 
Church Development.  
At a later date, after results 
of this survey are tallied, 
our consultant will help us 
strategize to help our 
church grow in the area it 
most needs to strengthen. 
After the survey we had a 
fascinating presentation by 
the Rev. Cean James. 

INCLEMENT  WEATHER  POLICY 

 

T hat time of the year is here when we may experience 
bad weather on a Sunday morning. Cancellation  

information will be available on Channel 69 (Service  
Electric channel 11). A decision will be reached no later 
than 8 AM. As long as Pastor Steven and a tech person can 
get to the church the service will be live-streamed at 9:45. 
You can access the service on our website:  
stpaulsuccamity.org. 
 

JOB  OPPORTUNITY 
 

S t. Paul’s is looking for someone to serve part-time as our church  
sexton. Duties are from 8-10:30 AM on Sunday mornings and special 

services. The sexton is responsible for monitoring heating and A/C, ringing 
the bell, assisting the pastor, acolytes, and greeters, among other things. We 
are looking for one sexton to job-share with the current sexton. For more 
information, please contact Shannon Simpson or the church office.  

 

LIFE  LINE  SCREENING 
 

L ife Line will be at St. Paul’s on Thursday February 9. Life Line 
Screening goes beyond regular checkups to look inside your arteries for 

signs of plaque build-up. You receive 4 screenings for $149. You can  
register for the event by calling 1.866.679.5191, online https://llsa.social/HC 
or text the word “circle” to 216.279.1607.  
 

VALENTINE  DINNER  FOR  EVERYONE 
 

P lease join us for our second  
St. Paul’s Valentine’s Dinner. This 

event is open to our entire congregations 
NOT just couples. The date for the dinner 
is Saturday, February 11 in Fellowship 
Hall. Doors open at 5:30 PM. Dinner at  
6 PM. Tickets are $25 per person and can 
be purchased in the Library each Sunday 
through February 5. We will have  
fellowship, music, dancing, games, great 
food, and desserts. We are also selling 
raffle tickets for a chance to win a beautiful string of pearls.  
The meal will be catered by Vincenzo’s.  


