
 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ 
Amityville, Pennsylvania  

January 29, 2023 
 

Ministers: The People of St. Paul’s UCC 
The Rev. Dr. Steven Simpson, Pastor 

Martha Sitler, Minister of Music 
Joe Ceklosky: Leader of Technology/Video Team 

Marlene Dadey, Director of Christian Education/Office Manager 
Emily Zimmerman, Director of Youth Ministry 

Church Office 610-689-9364    
Pastor Steven’s cell - 610-858-0921 

Pastor’s e-mail -  pastor@stpaulsuccamity.org 
Church e-mail - office@stpaulsuccamity.org 

Website:  www.stpaulsuccamity.org 
 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ Mission Statement 
In its life and mission, St. Paul’s UCC seeks to worship the triune God;  

proclaim the gospel of Jesus Christ; practice loving service toward the needy;      
embody God’s reign of peace and justice; establish a Christian community of 

faith; and be a faithful member of the church universal. 

W elcome! Whether you are worshipping with us  
in-person or virtually, we pray that you and your  

family are safe and healthy. 
     

S erving Today   
 

 Scripture Reader:  Jackie Hertzog 
 

 Greeter: Winnie Hayik 
 

 Acolyte:  Julia Leady 
 

 Tech: Pat Leady 
 

 Sexton on duty: Shannon Simpson 
 

L ast Sunday      Attendance: 115 
  Virtual worship viewings: 59 (as of 1/26) 

  Giving: $2554 
 

   

         

BIRTHDAYS  ~ this week 
 

January 30: Kim Albiser 
January 31: Lois Reinert, Debbie Davis, Madison Armstrong 
February 1: Logan Gaiser 
February 2: Janet Miller, Wendy Elser 
February 4: David Reinert 
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES ~this week 
 

February 4: Erin & Marsha Pingitore 
 

 
Next Sunday:           Fifth Sunday after Epiphany / Scout Sunday 
 Message: The Mind of Christ 
             Texts:             Psalm 112:1-9, 1 Corinthians 2:1-16*,  
  Matthew 5:13-20  

  *next Sunday’s sermon text 
 
 



 

 

St. Paul’s United Church of Christ  
Amityville, Pennsylvania 

 
 

January 29, 2023 
 9:45 A.M.  

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
___________________________________________________________________ 

* = Those who are able may stand  

 
   Prelude   Seek Ye First            -Lafferty, Pachebel/ arr. Wagner 

  The Everlasting Arms                                -Showalter / Smith 
     

* Processional Hymn Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise           Hymnal #33 
    

* Greeting  The peace of Christ be with you. And also with you. 
   Let us share signs of Christ’s peace with one another. 
 

   Words of Welcome and Announcements 
 

   Introit    Give Thanks             Hymnal #170 
   

* The Solemn Declaration (from I Corinthians 1:23-24) sung response: Amen! 
 

* Call to Worship             —from Psalm 15 
 

LORD, who may dwell in your sacred tent?  
   Who may live on your holy mountain?  
The one whose walk is blameless,  
   who does what is righteous,  
   who speaks the truth from their heart;  
whose tongue utters no slander,  
   who does no wrong to a neighbor,  
   and casts no slur on others;  
who keeps an oath even when it hurts,  
   and does not change their mind;  
who lends money to the poor without interest;  
   who does not accept a bribe against the innocent.  
Whoever does these things  
   will never be shaken.  
 

* Call to Confession 
 

* Silent Prayer 
 

* Corporate Prayer of Confession (in unison)                           —based on Psalm 15:2-4 

 

God, we have not done what is blameless and right, 
nor spoken truth from the heart with love. 
We do not keep your word,  
and when we participate in gossip, 
our words and deeds cause pain. 
Forgive us by the power of your mercy, 
that we might stand in the goodness of Christ 
and walk in the light of his love. Amen. 

 

 * Assurance of Pardon        —based on Micah 6:8; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Matthew 5:12      
 

Sisters and brothers, your sins are forgiven by the faith 
of Christ, who chose love over hatred and forgiveness  
over blame. Rejoice and be glad, for God’s mercy is 
great; Jesus brings healing, justice, and peace.   
.Thanks be to God!  

 

* Affirmation   The Apostle’s Creed              (inside hymnal cover) 
 

* Prayer of the Day              —based on Micah 6:8; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew 5:12 
 

   Choir Anthem              All Things Bright and Beautiful           -Alexander and Martin 
 

    Prayer for Illumination 
 

   Scripture Readings Matthew 5:1-12, 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
    

   Sermon   We Preach the Crucified    
 

*  Responsive Hymn Meekness and Majesty              (see insert) 
 

    Prayers of the People  response: God of Light, hear our prayer. 
 

   The Lord’s Prayer (debts/debtors) 
  

   Invitation to the Offering               —based on Micah 6:6-8; Matthew 5:1-12 
 

* Doxology                                               Hymnal #815 
 

* Prayer of Dedication         —based on Matthew 5:1-12         
 

* Recessional Hymn Jesus Is Lord of All                                           Hymnal #599 
 

* Benediction            —based on Matthew 5:1-2 
 

   Threefold Amen  
 

   Postlude   Recessional       -Handel 



ST.  PAUL’S  ACTIVITIES—this week 
 

              Sunday 1/29    Adult Sunday School    8:30 AM 

   Worship & Sunday School  9:45 AM 

   Confirmation & Pre-Confirmation        10:45 AM 

   Cub Scouts    1:00 PM 
    

              Monday 1/30     Boy Scouts    7:00 PM 

   Worship Committee   7:00 PM 
         

                Tuesday 1/31    Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 

   Steph Grace Bootcamp   6:15 PM 

   Narcotics Anonymous   7:00 PM 

   Women’s Bible Study   7:00 PM 

   Youth Group 5-12   7:00 PM 
           

          Wednesday 2/1    Ladies Aid    9:00 AM 

   Consistory    7:00 PM 

   Cub Scout Cmt. Mtg.   7:00 PM 
         

             Thursday 2/2    Magic Speech Bus   5:00 PM 

   Valentine’s Planning Mtg.  6:30 PM 

                 Choir Rehearsal    7:00 PM 
  

                  Friday 2/3    Amity Chess Club   7:00 PM 
 

                  Saturday 2/4    Event     all day 
 
 
 

2023  OFFERING  ENVELOPES 
 

P lease pick up your 2023 offering envelopes in the Library.  
We would appreciate if you take along envelopes of your family,  

neighbors and friends that you can deliver to them. For those worshiping 
virtually, you may present your offering a number 
of ways.  
 

▪   You may mail your contribution to  
the church office weekly, monthly or as  
you see fit.    
      

▪   You may enroll in Automatic Giving. 
There is a form on the church website at  
the bottom of the page that you can print, 
complete and return to the financial  
secretary. Automatic Giving is deducted 
from the account of your choice once a 
month around the middle of the month.  
 

▪   You can make a contribution by credit card by going to the church 
website www.stpaulsuccamity.org. At the top of  

SERMON  TEXT 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

 

 18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 
to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written:  
 

   “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;  
    the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” (Isaiah 29:14) 
 

 20 Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not 
know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to 
save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 
23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness 
to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, 
Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of 
God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than 
human strength.  
  
26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not 

many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not 

many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to 

shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the 

things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast 

before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has be-

come for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and re-

demption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the 

Lord.” (Jeremiah 9:24) 

 

ONCE UPON A PROM 
 

T he Boyertown Junior Woman’s Club will host this event on March 

4, 5, and 11, 12 from 12 - 4 PM. Any junior or senior high school girl 

in need of a special occasion dress is welcome to come browse our collection 

of over 600 dresses in all sizes, plus accessories. Held at the Boyertown 

YMCA located at 201 West Spring Street, Boyertown. All girls are invited to 

take a dress or two home for a small donation which benefits our local  

community. For questions, or to donate dresses / accessories contact Anita 

Zuber (610.367.0686) or Judy Leister (610.858.6796). 
 

LIFE  LINE  SCREENING 
 

L ife Line will be at St. Paul’s on Thursday February 9. Life Line 
Screening goes beyond regular checkups to look inside your arteries for 

signs of plaque build-up. You receive 4 screenings for $149. You can  
register for the event by calling 1.866.679.5191, online https://llsa.social/HC 
or text the word “circle” to 216.279.1607.  



 

NEW  MEMBERS’ CLASSES 
 

E very once in a while when we have a number   
of people regularly joining us for worship, we 

offer new members’ classes. 
  

If you are new to St. Paul’s and are interested in  
exploring what St. Paul’s is about—where your place 
is here—this class is for you. We plan to hold a series 
of 4 classes in February to share St. Paul’s History, 
what we believe, and how we share in doing God’s 
work. Classes will be held after morning worship on 
the 4 Sundays of  February. If you are interested, 
please contact Pastor Steven. 
 

BOOK,  SOUP,  and  PIE  SALE 
 

W e need your donations of new or gently used books, puzzles, CDs, and/
or DVDs for adults and children. Please tell your family to send their 

book donations too. You may deposit donations in the bin in the Library or 
there is a pink bin on the porch to place items in when the door is locked. There 
is a note on the bin of what is NOT being accepted. Come out Saturday,  
March 11 from 9 AM to 1 PM for our sale. Not only will there be books, but 
there will be chicken corn noodle soup and shoo fly pies for sale! 
 

 
HYMN:  MEEKNESS and  MAJESTY 

 
      1.  Meekness and majesty, human and deity,  
 in perfect harmony, the One who is God. 

Lord of eternity, dwells in humanity;  
kneels in humility and washes our feet. 
 

      CHORUS 

O what a mystery, meekness and majesty,  
bow down and worship, for this is your God. 
 

      2.  Father’s pure radiance, perfect in innocence; y 
 et learns obedience to death on a cross. 

Suffering to give us life, conquering through sacrifice;  
and as they crucify prays, “Father forgive.”    CHORUS 
 

      3. Wisdom unsearchable, God, the invisible;  
 love indestructible in frailty appears. 

Lord of infinity, stooping so tenderly;  
lifts our humanity to the heights of his throne.    CHORUS 

INCLEMENT  WEATHER  POLICY 

 

T hat time of the year is here when we may experience 
bad weather on a Sunday morning. Cancellation  

information will be available on Channel 69 (Service  
Electric channel 11). A decision will be reached no later 
than 8 AM. As long as Pastor Steven and a tech person can 
get to the church the service will be live-streamed at 9:45. 
You can access the service on our website:  
stpaulsuccamity.org. 
 

JOB  OPPORTUNITY 
 

S t. Paul’s is looking for someone to serve part-time as our church  
sexton. Duties are from 8-11:00 AM on Sunday mornings and special 

services. The sexton is responsible for monitoring heating and A/C, ringing 
the bell, assisting the pastor, acolytes, and greeters, among other things. We 
are looking for one sexton to job-share with the current sexton. For more 
information, please contact Shannon Simpson or the church office.  
 

VALENTINE  DINNER  FOR  EVERYONE 
 

P lease join us for our second  
St. Paul’s Valentine’s Dinner. This 

event is open to our entire congregations 
NOT just couples. The date for the dinner 
is Saturday, February 11 in Fellowship 
Hall. Doors open at 5:30 PM. Dinner at  
6 PM. Tickets are $25 per person and can 
be purchased in the Library each Sunday 
through February 5. We will have  
fellowship, music, dancing, games, great 
food, and desserts. We are also selling 
raffle tickets for a chance to win a beautiful string of pearls.  
The meal will be catered by Vincenzo’s.  
 

SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
 

T his year St. Paul’s Youth are collecting  
donations for the Oley Food Pantry, which 

is in extremely high need. Donations can be 
made in church or using the QR code to the left 
of this article. Thank you for your generosity. 

 


