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If you guessed “February” you are correct. Dogs bark the least in 
February because February has the least days—or so the answer 
to the riddle goes. Here’s another riddle: what usually comes once 
every four years? If you guessed, “presidential elections,” you’re 
absolutely correct, but the answer I was really looking for was 
“Leap Year.” This year is a Leap Year, which I suppose makes 
this month a “Leap Month,” and February 29 is Leap Day. 
 
Personally, I’d like to add a day in summer (say, August 32), but 
since that isn’t going to happen, let’s make the best of our bonus 
day this year. It happens to fall on the first Wednesday of our 
Lenten gatherings for soup, song, and 
study. Why not leap forward and share 
part of this day in warm fellowship and 
reflection with your brothers and sisters 
in Christ? 
 

����������	
�����
����	��������������

 

Inside this Epistle 
 

2 Wednesdays in Lent     

3 Consistory Highlights 

4 Missions News 

5 Prayer Ministries 

6 Letters of Thanks 

7 February Sermons 

8-9 February Calendar 

10 February Servers 

11 Christian Ed. News 

12 Youth Ministry News 

13 Scout News 

14 February Birthdays 

15 February Anniversaries 



��

 

!�"���"����#��$��
�
�

�  Ash Wednesday, February 22. We begin the season of Lent 
on Ash Wednesday with an Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 PM in 
the chapel. Based on an ancient worship order, this is a quiet but 
powerful service of prayer, confession, receiving of ashes, and 
communion. We begin the 
season hearing the words, 
“Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.” 
Youth in grades 6 through 12 
will gather for Youth Group 
and conversation with Pastor 
Steven after the service. 
 

�  Soup, Song, and Study. Beginning on Wednesday, February 
29, we will gather at 6:00 PM on Wednesday evenings in the     
Social Hall for soup and fellowship. Please bring a sandwich for 
yourself, if you like, and a dessert to share. At 6:30 children 
(through grade 5) will be invited to go with Mrs. Dadey for  
Lenten activities in room # 8, youth (grades 6 through 12) will be 
invited to gather in the Youth Center for Lenten Youth Group  
activities, and adults will remain in the Social Hall for a time of 

study and  reflection based on 
the hymn, How Great Thou Art. 
Adult and children’s groups will  
adjourn at 7:30 so members of 
the choir can gather for rehearsal 
in the choir room. Youth Group 
will continue (as usual) till 8:30. 
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Let Justice Prevail is the theme of this year’s World Day of  
Prayer, and was prepared by the women of Malaysia.  This theme 
was developed out of their experience of life as Christian women 
within their multicultural, multi-religious society.  
 

Join with the Christian women of Malaysia and local churches on 
Friday, March 3, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. A covered dish 
lunch starts at noon and the service at 1:00 PM.   
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�  December revenue exceeded the expenses by $11,671.  
    Year-to-date shows a surplus of $19,404. The spending  
    moratorium will stay in place. 
�  Facilities is still looking for a chairman. 
�  Lisa Ricci, our financial secretary, now works in the office  
   on Wednesday mornings. Please direct all financial inquiries  
   including contribution questions to her during this time.  
�  Youth groups made a profit of $270 for the potato bar and $250    
   for the babysitting event.   

—from minutes taken by �������������� Consistory Secretary 
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The 2011 Financial statements are now available to be picked up 
in the FLMC’s lobby/library area following Sunday morning 
church services. Members of the Budget and Finance Committee 
will be there to assist you in obtaining your statement. In an effort 
to reduce postage costs, the decision to have the 2011 Financial 
Statements available for pick up rather than mailed was made at 
the December 2011 Consistory meeting. It was also decided that 
financial statements will be issued only twice a year rather than 
the current three statements a year. Beginning this year (2012), 
Financial Statements will be produced in the fall and in January. 
The fall Financial Statement will be the only statement mailed. 
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The Steeple Campaign Committee is pleased to announce that 
pledges total $60,370! That is less than $10,000 short of the 
$70,000 goal. To date $29,496 has been received. St. Paul’s truly 
is a generous congregation. If you have not made a pledge or con-
tribution and would like to, it is never too late. Place your contri-
bution in an envelope marked “steeple.” Include your name or 
contributing envelope number to receive tax credit and mail it to 
the church office or place it in the offering plate. Don’t forget to 
look for our steeple as you approach the church and give thanks 
to God that it is the beacon, the shining star that guides you and 
others to St. Paul’s. Thanks be to God! 
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�  Soles 4 Souls-changing the world one pair at a time. 
We wanted to give the congregation an update on our on-going 
support towards this mission.  Through our members and commu-
nity we have received over 1500 pair of shoes for this charity.  
What a blessing to know through our efforts we are helping to 
provide some relief and support to those who are in desperate 
need.  A special “thank you” to Shannon Simpson and Wendy 
Pingitore for their time and countless trips to deliver our dona-
tions to Edison, New Jersey.  Our committee members are so 
grateful to all of you who continue to help us do God’s work.     
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The Worship Committee announces that the cost of Altar Flowers 
is raised to $45.00 (2 vases), and the cost of a Special Bouquet is 
now $40.00 – delivery costs are 
included. The gray notebook at 
the education entrance to the  
sanctuary is for flower sign-up.  
 

Envelopes are there for your  
payment that is required in ad-
vance. The committee thanks all 
who sign up – flowers add to the 
beauty of our sanctuary. 
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The spring turkey supper will be held 
on March 31. Please remember that we 
will be working from Monday, March 
26 through Saturday, March 31. Further 
information will be in the March news-
letter. See you in the kitchen. 
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Every year nearly 15% of pregnant women will have a  
miscarriage and 1 in every 200 pregnancies results in a baby  
being stillborn. When a child dies before or shortly after birth,  
the parents leave the hospital with broken hearts and empty 
hands. The loss is amplified by the fact that there are often very 
few tangible items by which to remember the child.   
 

The St. Paul's UCC Amityville Prayer Team has started a  
ministry to bring comfort to grieving families that have  
experienced miscarriage and / or stillbirth. One of our first  
missions will be to collect blankets to be given to these families 
to keep and remember their child by. We invite everyone to join 
us in knitting, sewing or purchasing receiving blankets that will 
be blessed by the prayer team and then donated to the Pottstown 
Hospital to be given to families in their time of need.    
 

Blanket donations can be placed in the appropriate bin at the  
Missions table in the library. If you have any questions or are  
interested in being part of this ministry contact:  
Kristen Duffy (610-323-4035 or kristenduffy@hotmail.com)  
or Judy LaBelle (610-326-9490).   
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St. Paul’s prayer shawl ministry is  
dependent on those of the congregation 
who can knit or crochet.  Recipients of 
these shawls are always surprised and 
blessed by this ministry.  
 

If you would like to take part by  
knitting, there is yarn available in 
FLMC Room #11.  Feel free to help 
yourself!  The prayer team blesses all 
shawls. Over 100 shawls have been  
given out over the past several years. 
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Dear St. Paul's of Amityville,  
Thank you so very much for remembering  our dad, Tom Gresh, 
with cards, goody basket, and the most talented caroling group.  
This really lifted his spirits when the group visited and performed 
for him and the other residents of the Manatawny Manor.  
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my family. All our very best wishes for all that you do in the 
name of  our God.  

- with appreciation and love, ��������������������������	� �
 
Dear St. Paul’s,  
Many thanks to the Ladies Aid for the beautiful Christmas Basket 
of goodies. Also, many thanks to everyone for the beautiful 
Christmas cards. Many, Many thanks for Pastor Steven for his 
visit and communion. Everything was deeply appreciated. 

     - Sincerely, !������"���#��
 
Dear congregation at St. Paul’s, 
Thank you for your thoughts and prayers during our recent  
medical complications. Your continued prayers mean a lot as we 
are each on our way to recovery.   

-God Bless, ����������$��#%�$������
 

To our wonderful St. Paul’s family, 
 

 He performs wonders that cannot be fathomed,  
 miracles that cannot be numbered. -Job 9:10 
 

We cannot begin to express our gratitude for the prayers received 
from our St. Paul's family. We are truly blessed to belong to such 
a wonderful congregation. Ethan is healing and has returned to 
school. Elizabeth continues to recuperate at home and is a little 
stronger everyday. We appreciate your continued prayers for the 
healing of the remaining lung, and the healing of broken bones. 
Thank you again for Woofy, the prayer shawls and most of all 
your ANSWERED prayers.  

-with love, ����$�	����������  
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Sunday, February 5  Fifth Sunday after Epiphany/Scout Sunday 
Texts: Ps. 147:1-11, Is. 40:21-31, 1 Cor. 9:16-23, Mark 1:29-39 
Sermon: Why We Pray (Jesus prays in a solitary place)  
In a fast-paced narrative that shows Jesus healing, casting out  
demons, and preaching, Mark shows Jesus going to a solitary 
place to pray before sunup. What can we learn from his example? 
 

Sunday, February 12  Adult Baptism/ New Members join 
Texts: Psalm 30, 2 Kings 5:1-17, 1 Cor. 9:24-27, Mark 1:40-45 
Sermon: Naaman’s Lesson  
Tucked in the Second book of Kings 
is a curious story of a powerful man 
of power, a man of God, a disease, 
and a river. What can this story tell us 
about obeying God’s word, even  
when it doesn’t seem to make sense 
to our way of thinking? 
 

Sunday, February 19 Transfiguration Sunday 
Texts: Ps. 50:1-6, 2 Kings 2:1-12, 2 Cor. 4:3-6, Mark 9:2-9 
Sermon: The Power of Christ in Me 
Guest Preacher: Kerry Kuhn 
 

Wednesday, February 22 Ash Wednesday 
Texts: Psalm 51:1-17, Joel 2:1-2, 12-17,  
2 Cor. 5:20b-6:10, Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 �
Sermon: Have Mercy on Me 
Psalm 51 is a study in repentance—the 
“turning around” from sin modeled by 
King David. It is our text for this evening’s 

service as we share in ashes as a sign of our cry for God’s mercy. 
 

Sunday, February 26  First Sunday in Lent 
Texts: Psalm 25:1-10, Gen. 9:8-17, 1 Peter 3:18-22, Mark 1:9-15 
Sermon: No Good Deed Goes Unpunished?  
Peter encouraged those who follow Jesus to persevere—even if 
��	 ��
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he’s our Savior who makes it possible. 
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8:00 Acolytes 
5~Maia Perone 
12~Keon Woods 
19~Jessica Pflugler 
26~Laura Berry 
  

10:30 Acolytes  
 5~Dean Fick (Boy Scout) 
12~Jenna Walton 
19~Shannon O’Brien 
26~Amelia Fox 
 
Acolytes: If you are unable  
to perform acolyte duties  
as scheduled, please call  
Joy Harner at 610-326-0108,  
not the church office. 

 

 
 
 

8:00 Scripture Readers 
 5~Debbie Davis 
12~Judi Flickinger 
19~Diana Kopec 
26~Peter Kunsch 
 

10:30 Scripture Readers 
 5~Robby Miller/Cole Reinert 
       (Boy Scouts) 
 12~Linda Sheerin 
19~Carol Sterner 
26~Kelly Yanos 

8:00 Usher Captains 
5~Debbie Boyer 
12~Debbie Davis 
19~Pete Kunsch 
26~Mark Sitler 
 
 

10:30 Usher Captains 
 5~Judy Reitz 
12~Tom Reitz 
19~Chad & Susan Everett 
26~Connie & Brian Riker 
 
 

8:00 FLMC Greeters 
 5~Paul & Lynn Eschbach 
12~Marie Hausman 
19~Shelby Laney 
26~Sharon & Jerry Fizz 
 
 

10:30 FLMC Greeters   
 5 ~Boy Scouts 
12~Al Kutz 
19~Mahlon Boyer 
26~Tom & Judy Reitz 
 
 

8:00 Narthex Greeters 
 5~Phyllis Cooper 
12~Joe & Winnie Hayik 
19~Barry & Barbara Kulakowsky 
26~Ken & Ruth Biles 
 
 

10:30 Narthex Greeters 
 5 ~Boy Scouts 
12~Sandy High/Savannah  Harris 
19~Connie Walter 
26~Lori Miller & Boys 
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�  30 Hour Famine – March 16-17 On these dates our youth will 
fast for 30 hours and raise money to feed hungry children. We will 
be joined by youth from other area churches. Our goal is to raise 
$2500. More announcements about how to give 
will be available in the bulletin and the March 
newsletter. You can make a contribution any time 
until March 30. You may place your contribution in 
an envelope labeled “30 hour famine,” include your 
name to receive credit on your contribution state-
ment and place it in the offering plate.  
 

�  VBS – Mark your calendars for June 18 – 22 More infor-
mation to come in the March newsletter. Of course if you are able 
to volunteer to co-teach, be a craft team member, be a recreation 
team member, be a snack team member, lead music, be a photog-
rapher or help in any way contact Marlene Dadey. 
 

�  Babysitting – Have a night out with your sweetheart or just   
enjoy some time without the kids. Our youth group is offering 
babysitting services on Saturday, February 11 from 5-9 in the 
youth center. Children ages 3 and older. Donations support youth 
group activities. Reservations requested please email the church 
office, SPUCCAMITY@aol.com, call the church office, 
610.6389.9364 or contact Marlene Dadey. 
 

�  SPLASH – Our after school program generated $11,035 in reve-
nue in 2011 with $700 in expenses (mostly background checks). 
Between 7 and 10 students attend every day between 2:15 and 
5:30. THANK YOU to the following SPLASH volunteers: Micki 
Broschard, Virginia Althouse, Curt Clifford, Gail Clifford, Phyllis 
Cooper, Walt DuBlanica, Shelley Hickey, Janet Knauer, Barb   
Kulakowsky, Anne McLain, Kara McQuaite, Carol Merkel, Lori 
Miller, Jes Miller, Bette Mooney, Marianne Reinert, Tom Reitz, 
Judy Reitz, Kathy Samsel, Shannon Simpson, Carol Sterner, Bob 
Trainer, Kathy Weller, and Kelly Yanos. We would like to expand 
that list of volunteers. Can you give a day or two a month any time 
between 2:15 and 5:30? If so, please contact Marlene Dadey. 
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�  Souper Bowl of Caring will take 
place on February 5th.  Please look 
for the youth group members outside 
of the sanctuary entrances after each 
church service.  All donations will be 
given to our very own food pantry at 
St. Paul's UCC. 
 
 

�  Valentine’s Babysitting. Do you and your sweetheart want 
some quiet time? The Sr. Youth Group at St. Paul's would love to 
watch your kids so you can get out together or just spend some 

quiet time at home. Saturday, February 11th the 
STAND will be providing babysitting services 
from 5 - 9 PM.  Snacks and drinks will be pro-
vided. Please feed your child(ren) dinner before 
attending. All children ages 3+ are welcome.   
Donations will be accepted. Please RSVP to 
Marlene Dadey at ABSMGD@aol.com or  
Wendy Elser at wendy.elser87@gmail.com. 

 
 
�  S.P.Y.  
(St. Paul’s 
Youth) are 
shown here 
taking a 
tour of   
St. Paul’s 
bell tower 
in January.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

�  Superbowl Hoagies 
Don't forget to pick up your hoagies  
on Sunday, February 5th in the FLMC! 
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Marlin Spotts and the Adult IV Sunday School class is beginning a 
study of Rick Warren’s book, God’s Answers to Life’s Difficult 
Questions. Some of these difficult questions the book seeks to   

answer include: How can I: deal 
with stress, rebound from failure, 
defeat depression, have peace of 
mind, or be confident in a crisis? 
The class is held on Sunday  
mornings from 9 to 10:00 in  
room 12 downstairs in the FLMC.  
Newcomers are always welcome. 
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The holiday season was quiet for our troop as we celebrated with 
our families but there are many preparations for upcoming events 
this spring.  On February 5, boy scouts around the nation will  
celebrate Scout Sunday. We will be attending the 10:30 service 
with St. Paul’s and continue to thank the church and its members 
for their support over the years.   
 

On February 21, we will be having a Friendly’s fundraising night 
at the Shoemaker Rd, Pottstown restaurant. Come out to eat and 
bring your friends!  The troop will make a portion of the sales  
between 4 PM and 9 PM. On February 17-19, scouts will travel to 
Hawk Mountain for our annual winter cabin camping weekend. 
 

Congratulations to our newest Eagle 
Scout-Mike Keaveney. Mike completed 
his Eagle Scout board of review in  
December. His project was the second 
protective shed near the tennis courts  
at the middle school that was built to  
protect a water pump. We congratulate 
Mike for his hard work and  
accomplishments.  
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1 Judith Emerich 
 Logan Gaiser 
 Abigail Trombley 
 Logan Kwiatowski 
2 Janet Miller 
 Wendy Elser 
 Madison Cunningham 
3 Steve Kriczky 
4 Chazz Lyon 
5 Margaret Maurey 
 Florence McLean 
 Melissa Care 
7 Chris Everett 
 Collin Barndt 
 Elsie Thompson 
8 Wes Corwin 
 Melanie Hipszer 
 Campbell Brown 
9 Paul Weller 
 Theresa Dech 
10 Marie Hausman 
 Louise Olmstead 
 Micki Broschard 
 Allyson Fleischman 
11 Sophia Guglielmi 
 Ethan Castor 
 Hunter Darrah 
 Nathan Knabb 
12 Mahlon Boyer 
13 Deborah Kramer 
14 Rosanna Fronczak 
 Heidi Davidheiser 
 Alex Templin 
 

15 Stacey Adams 
 Maia Perone 
16 Thelma Smith 
 Ron Trace 
 Jennie Fick 
 Bruce DeLong 
 Robert Yarmush 
17 Danielle Branson  
18 Gail Fronheiser 
 Michael LaBelle 
 Eric Wentzel 
 Juiliana Mirenna 
19 Madison Zerkowski 
21 Lisa DaDamio 
 Lillian Casner 
 Aiden Kwiatowski 
23 Tom Gresh 
 Kelsey Riker 
 Robert Miller 
25 Pat Darrah 
 Steve Rhoads 
 Tara Everhart 
 Becky Shaw 
26 Janet Klee 
 Sharon Fizz 
 Jessica Pflugler 
 Madison Palladino 
27 Stacy Knauer 
 Connor Hartline 
28 Keith Krick 
 William Shirey 
 Beth Zerkowski 
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If we missed your birthday 
or anniversary, please contact the church office. 
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Thanks to those who 
came out for the Men’s 
Brotherhood Annual Pork 
and Sauerkraut Dinner on  
January 10. We shared 
great food, great fellow-
ship, and great entertain-
ment with “East Side 
Dave” Kline.  
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Looking for Employment? Do you know of someone who is?  
Joseph’s People, Ltd. can help. Joseph’s People is a faith-based 
ecumenical support mission for unemployed/underemployed 
workers and their families. Joseph’s People is 100% staffed by 
volunteers. There is never a charge for services. The Berks  
County chapter of Joseph’s People meets at St. Catharine of Siena 
Parish Center 2427 Perkiomen Ave, Mount Penn on the first and 
third Wednesday of each month from 7:00 to 8:30 PM. Hotline: 
610-873-7117. www.josephspeople.org. 

1 David & Beth Downs 
3 Robert & Susan Fleagle 
4 Erin & Marsha Pingitore 
7 Charles & Jackie Hertzog, Jr. 
11 Steven & Wendy Tucci 
 

14 Dennis & Connie Morgan 
 Robert & Carole Custard 
15 Wayne & Wendy Elser 
17 Art & Dawn Hofmann 
29 Charles & Lois Reinert 
 Peter & Jessica Morrotto 

 


