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In its life and mission St. Paul’s UCC seeks to worship the triune God; proclaim the gospel of 
Jesus Christ; practice loving service toward the needy; embody God’s reign of peace and justice; 

establish a Christian community of faith; and be a faithful member of the church universal.                                                                      
 
 

Steven Says: We’ve Got Work to Do! 
 

On April 17, sixteen leaders 
from St. Paul’s met with  
Rev. Cean James to go over 
the results of our church 
check-up. We learned we 
have a lot of good things  
going for us, including 
healthy, loving relationships 
in the church. But one area 
we need to grow in if we are 
to be a strong, healthy,  
growing church is evangelism. We spent some time talking about 
what we associate with evangelism and Rev. James talked about 
the need to have a “Shift in Paradigm.” Let me share one  
paradigm shift he highlighted: 
 

        Evangelism is not so much about a few gifted evangelists  
        proclaiming the truth as about every Christian being  
        good news in their neighborhood.  
 

He said it isn’t shepherds that make 
sheep—sheep make sheep. That 
means every 
Believer has 
a responsibil-
ity to be the 
good news 
for those who 
need to hear it.  
 

Can you imagine what would happen 
if every member of St. Paul’s were 
mobilized and equipped to share 
their faith in Christ with others?  
Steven says:   
               God can imagine it. Can you?  
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CONSISTORY NEWS  
 

■ Consistory met on Wednesday, April 12 at 7 PM. Jackie Hertzog  
led us in devotions. 
 

■ The Treasurer’s report for the month was presented. Income 
for March was $43,927 and expenses were $54,836. This does not 
include the turkey supper revenue / expenses. 
 

■ The Pastor noted the Rev. Cean James will meet with our church 
leaders on April 17 to plan the next steps in our Natural Church 
Development process.  
 

■ In light of numerous recent acts of violence in schools, churches 
and daycare centers, we are asking the Church Safety Committee 
to reconvene and review our safety policies and practices. Ken 
Biles, Mahlon Boyer, Michele Ross and Mike Rackey have agreed 
to serve, however, other volunteers are welcome. 
 

■ Church and Ministry reported that we have a new sexton, 
Mike Rackey, to serve on Sunday mornings. Also, Marlene Dadey 
has resigned as Facilities Coordinator, and Kathy Weller has 
agreed to take the position.  
   

■ Youth Ministry is planning a garden plating / picnic on  
May 24, and a celebration of confirmands and graduates on  
June 11 which includes a continental breakfast and games. Youth 
Group is coordinating group tickets for Sight and Sound Theater’s 
show Moses on Saturday, August 5 at 3 PM. 
 

■ The Missions Committee reported several important projects. 
They will be purchasing 50 sets of blankets, sheets, pillowcases, 
and towels for the Lighthouse (women’s unit at Hope Rescue). 
  

■ Evangelism noted the success of the Egg Hunt on April 8 with 
over 200 children participating, and a successful bake sale that day 
too.  
  

■ Consistory will meet again on Wednesday, May 3 at 7 PM. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
 

The Prayer Team would like to thank all who  
participated in the Good Friday Prayer Vigil, and 
pray your experiencing was inspiring. 
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MISSIONS NEWS 
From Carol Sterner 

 

The Missions Committee has been helping our friends and  
neighbors by distributing four one hundred dollar gift cards to 
four needy families in the Daniel Boone School District for  
Easter. This has replaced the giving of food baskets for families. 
We will also be helping to fill needs for Fostering Hope, housed 
in the Chapel. This organization also provides goods and services 
for those in need in foster care in Berks County. 
 

Fifty-five sets of sheets, blankets and pillow cases will be  
donated to the Hope Rescue Mission’s Lighthouse with some of 
the money from the Endowment Fund, to help stock this shelter 
for women and children. They will be having an open house on 
May 22. For more information and tickets see their website 
www.HopeForReading.org if you would like to donate, you can 
view their wish list on Amazon. 
 

Watch for Mother’s Day display for suggested items for new 
moms in Mary’s Shelter. Help us fill up the baby bathtub and 
baby bottles with the necessities of taking care of Baby. 
 

If you have a heart to share Christ’s heart, join us!  
 

PAGETURNERS 
 

St. Paul’s reading group, Pageturners, will meet Monday,  
May 15 at 11:30 AM at the home of Judi Flickinger. They are 
reading Jodi Picoult’s Mad Honey. Jodi shares the writing with 
Jennifer Finney Boylon. This collaboration between two best-
selling authors seamlessly weaves together Olivia and Lily’s 
journeys, creating a provocative exploration of the strength that 
love and acceptance require. Good Morning America Book Club 
pick - People’s Book of the Week. 
 

GRADUATES 
 

If you are graduating from high school, college 
or grad school we would like to recognize your 
achievement. We would also like to recognize 
anyone that graduated this past winter. Please 
submit your information  directly to Pastor  
Steven at pastor@stpaulsuccamity.org by May 
10 for it to be included in the June newsletter. 
Graduates will be recognized during the morning worship service 
on Sunday, June 11. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS 
From Emily Zimmerman 

 

■ May Youth Group Schedule Youth groups will take place 
from 7-8:30 PM in the Youth Center. Middle schoolers (grades  
5-8) will join the high schoolers every other week.  
 

     ▪ May 2: Grades 9-12 
     ▪ May 10*: Grades 5-12  
     ▪ May 17: Grades 9-12  
     ▪ May 24: Grades 5-12 (picnic & garden party) 
     ▪ May 31: Grades 9-12  
*Beginning on May 10, we will be switching back to Wednesday 
nights! Thank you to everyone for your patience and willingness 
to go with the flow for the past couple of months! 
 

■ Giant/Redner’s Gift Card Sale will take place on May 7 after 
the 9:45 service. If you ordered a gift card last month, please pick 
it up. If you would like to place an order to be picked up in June, 
please order and pay at this time.   
 

■ Moe’s Pop Up Fundaraiser: We will be having a Moe’s Pop-
Up Fundraiser to raise money for youth ministry! Orders will be 
available for pick up at the church on the evening of Thursday, 
May 11. Information on when orders are due will be given at 
church and via email, please keep an eye out for that!  
 
■ Save the Date: Graduations / Confirmation Brunch: On 
June 11, following worship, your ministry will host a continental 
brunch and picnic games at the Peach Pavilion to celebrate our 
recent graduates and confirmands. A sign up to bring food items 
will be available in the library or via email. 
 

■ Sight and Sound Moses: Instead of the  
Reading Phillies, Youth Ministry is planning 
a church wide event to see Sight and Sound’s  
production of Moses on Saturday, August 5  
at 3 PM. Tickets for children ages 3-12 are 
$39, for ages 13-18 are $50, and for everyone 
over the age of 18 are $84.55. A Sign-up   
Genius will be available soon, so keep an  
eye out. All sign ups and ticket money are 
due by Sunday, June 25. Please reach out to 
Lori or Emily with any questions. 
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MAY SERMON SERIES 
 
Sunday, May 7   Confirmand-led Worship / 5th Sunday of Easter  
Texts:  Luke 23:38-43*, Acts 9:1-21*, John 14:5-7* 
Worship led by members of  
St. Paul’s Confirmation  
Class of 2023 
Our Confirmation Students  
are working together to plan a 
worship service that illustrates 
the working definition of a 
Christian they adopted through 
their studies with Pastor Steven. 
 
Sunday, May 14   6th Sunday of Easter / Mother’s Day 
Texts:  Psalm 66:8-20, Acts 17:22-31*, John 14:15-21 
Sermon: Evangelism in the Areopagus 
The Apostle Paul was always looking for a way to share Jesus 
with people of all walks of life and religious backgrounds. One 
day as he noticed among dozens of altars and statues to pagan 
gods he noticed an inscription that gave him an idea. “People of 
Athens!” he began. Soon he was telling an enraptured crowd 
about Jesus. 
 
Sunday, May 21  Confirmation Sunday / 7th Sunday of Easter 
Texts: Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35, Acts 1:6-14, John 17:1-11* 
Sermon: Jesus’ Prayer for his Disciples 
On the Sunday when seven young men confirm their baptisms 
and commit to follow Jesus, we listen to the prayer Jesus lifted up 
to the Father for those who had followed him for three years. 
 
Sunday, May 28   Pentecost / Communion  
Texts: Psalm 104:24-34, 35b, Acts 2:1-21*, John 20:19-23 
Sermon: I Will Pour Out My Spirit on All People             
Around 800 years before  
Christ, Joel prophesied that  
God would pour out his Spirit 
on all people. That prophecy 
was realized at Pentecost        
… and continues to be played 
out to this day in the lives of 
Believers. 
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Greeters      Scripture Readers  
  7 Confirmands     7 Confirmands   
14 Debbie Davis   14 Carol Sterner 
21 Sandy Sekulski   21 Tess Ulrich 
28 Tess Ulrich               28 Alan Ross 
   

IN OUR PRAYERS 
 

§ Joy Harner             § Susan Lincoln  
§ Marie Hausman     § Peggy Maurey 
§ Tess Ulrich   § Beth Krause 
§ The Reinert & Davidson Families  

   
 
SPLASH NEWS 

from Marlene Dadey 
 

■ Our school year is quickly coming to an end. The last day for 
DB students is Friday, June 2. Our last 5 days of SPLASH will be 
early dismissal days! 
 

■ We’ve been enjoying the spring weather and going outside as 
much as possible. 
 

■ We are prepared for our full-day summer program with a full-
staff consisting of Laura Levengood, Dana Moyer, Emily  
Zimmerman, Colin Bliss, Kathy Weller and Tara Lawhorne with 
Donna Kriczky as our sub. We are ever so thankful for each of 
these.  
 

■ Fall registration is underway and we are not anticipating  
accepting any new families. We were hoping to have a few less 
children in the fall, but so far only one person has “aged-out” and 
said they will not be back and we have 3 younger siblings of  
current families that will be joining us! 
 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 
 

Antiques, Treasures, and Oddities - St. Paul’s Circle of Friends 
will meet at 1PM on Tuesday, May 9 in Fellowship Hall. Please 
bring a dessert and a treasure, antique or something odd for the 
meeting. We will share the things we bring and desserts while 
enjoying fellowship and goodies. Bring a friend!  

MAY SERVERS 
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CHRISTIAN ED NEWS / CONFIRMATION 
From Marlene Dadey 

 

■ Confirmation-Led Service - On Sunday, May 7 the  
confirmands will lead the service. They have been working 
throughout the month of April with Pastor Steven and Martha to 
prepare for this service. Be sure to show them your support. 
 

■ Confirmation - On Sunday, May 21 seven young people will 
be confirmed. We welcome Will Falstich, Gabe Geisler, Andrew 
Groller, Johnny Hartline, Grant Pingitore, Luke Schafer and  
Daniel Spotts as new members to St. Paul’s on this day. Did you 
notice our confirmands are all boys! 
 

■ On Pentecost, May 28 the newly confirmed will receive their 
first communion.  
  

■ Confirmation Rehearsal - The confirmands will rehearse  
after worship on Sunday, May 14. On Saturday, May 20 the  
confirmands and at least one of their parents will rehearse in the 
sanctuary beginning at 9 AM.  
 

■ End of the Sunday School Season - We will conclude our 
Sunday School year on May 21. The older class will attend the 
Rite of Confirmation with their teachers. This will be an oppor-
tunity for them to see what is in store for them in a few years.  
 

VBS 2023 HERO HOTLINE 
 

■ Hero Hotline: Called Together to Serve God : Our adventure 
will take place June 19-23 from 9 AM to Noon. VBS is open to 
children who turned 3 prior to September of 2022 through grade 
5. Come join the heroes for crafts, science, games, songs, Bible 
stories, snacks, and more! Registration forms are in the Library or 
email ss@stpaulsuccamity.org 
 

■ Team Members Needed - We need you to 
join us on our way to Hero Hotline VBS! VBS 
will be held June 19-23 from 9 to Noon. We are 
looking for team leaders, teen helpers, craft team 
members, music leader, story assistants,  
recreation team leader, recreation team members, 
technology team members, photographer, decorating team  
members (this happens before VBS week and can be done in the 
evening). If you are interested in any of these positions please 
contact Marlene Dadey. 
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SCOUT NEWS 
 

We had great weather for our March trip to Ironstone Park. The 
Cub Scouts attended for the day and took part in things like  
walking a rope monkey bridge, giant sling shots, team-work  
activities and tug-o-war. Troop scouts used their leadership and 
planning skills to set up and run the weekend with adult oversight. 
Preparing for April’s trip to Rickets Glen State Park and a hike to 
the waterfalls.  
 

We had a little lighter than expected turnout for our spring  
spaghetti dinner on March 25 but it was a nice evening. We  
continue to struggle to bounce back from losing our annual car 
show/carnival for 3 years to COVID and appreciate everyone’s 
support so much. On Saturday, April 29, we will hold a spring 
pancake breakfast from 8-10:30 in Fellowship Hall. Start your 
Saturday with pancakes and  
sausage and baked goods to take 
home.  
 

Our latest Eagle Scout project was 
planned and led by Landon Herzog 
over a couple of weekends. Landon is 
leading a project to install a small 
patio and 3 flagpoles at the top of the 
hill at the American Legion ballfield in Birdsboro. This will allow 
the games to begin with a salute to a permanent American flag and 
is sponsored by the Legion. Landon is finishing his paperwork and 
requirements and we hope to hold his Board of Review soon.  
Also, Joshua Wentzel is holding a pet supply drive for the Animal 
Rescue League during the last half of April and we hope to have 
more news on that in the June newsletter. 
 

May will see us at French Creek for an orienteering competition 
for the Delaware Valley Orienteering Association. Scouts will 
practice map and compass skills while navigating different  
courses in the park. Always a fun event for the scouts! 
 

Recent service projects include our April help with the church  
turkey supper and placement of flags on cemeteries going into 
Memorial Day. 
 

Want to see more about us? Check out our bulletin board and  
display case in the lower hallway or check us out on our FB page! 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES 

1    Blake Kopec 
2    John Boyer    
      Mary Founds 
      Justin Kline 
3    Rachael Rogers 
      Aimee Shank 
4    Kara McQuaite 
6    Madelyn Knerr 
      Charles Saylor, Jr. 
7    Tricia Benner 
9    Kitty Trainer 
10  Ryan Miller 
12 Jennifer Blevins 
      Kathy Samsel 
      Linda Curtis  
16 Christine Darrah 
      Sandy Sekulski 
17 Mark Sitler 
18  Millie Bani  
      Scott DeMild 
      Mike Thompson  
       Brenda Haas 
19  Steve Miller 
      Kathy Weller 
      Mike Rackey 
      Harold Barto, Sr. 
21  Bambi Schiel 
22  Chris Martin 
      Mike Mingione 
23  Joe Aguiar 
24  Diana Dadey  
      Jordan Stern  
25  Robert W. Trainer 
      Darren Dreas 

26 Valerie McLean-Keller 
      Stevi Burgess 
27 Carol Sterner 
      Brett Krause 
28 Allen Stork 
      Colin Kryman 
29 Karen Spotts 
      Debra Kellar 
      Vinny Doran 
30  Miranda Millard 
      Hannah Martin  
31  Garrett Herbst 

4    John & Michelle Kehoe 
5    Paul & Diane Kopec 
7    Paul & Kathy Weller 
      John & Bambi Schiel 
9    Bruce & Patti Bentley 
10  John & Deborah Boyer 
      Mahlon & Brittany Boyer 
11 Harold & Judy Peterson 
 Edward Jr. & Dorothy  
          Arnold 
12 Rich & Anita Zuber 
13 Ben & Amy Schiavone 
14 Robert & Teri Yarmush 
20 Ralph & Lisa Schafer 
21 Brian & Lisa Casner 
22 Michael & Sue Wunderlich 
27 David & Karen Haas 
29  Bob & Debra Kellar 
31  Steven & Erika Pauley 
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